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To the rest of the world, the 2008 presidential debate at UM essen-tially boiled down to a 90-min-
ute made-for-TV event that could have 
taken place on any stage.
For the College of Liberal Arts, it 
provided an unparalleled opportunity for 
students to participate in America’s 
232-year-old experiment in democracy—
its history, its economy, its politics, its 
ideals and, ultimately, its future. 
It’s no surprise that the College led 
the way in developing lectures, panels, 
academic events and special courses to 
capitalize on the debate. In all, College 
departments organized and/or College 
faculty participated in 22 official debate-
related academic events and offered 15 
classes directly relevant to the presiden-
tial debate. 
“The debate presented unique teach-
able moments for our faculty and staff and 
leadership opportunities for our students,” 
Chancellor Robert Khayat said. “That’s 
the real reward for hosting the debate.”
Students also had extra incentive to 
participate in debate-related events. With 
UM receiving a small number of debate 
tickets, Chancellor Khayat declared that 
students would be the recipients. To dis-
tribute tickets, the “Passport to the 
Debate” lottery system was created so stu-
dents who attended more debate-related 
events had a greater chance of winning 
admission to the Ford Center on Sept. 26. 
“I attended as many debate-related 
events as possible,” said Marie Wicks, a 
sophomore from Ocean Springs majoring 
in international studies and public policy 
leadership. “I participated in the debate 
class. I attended the library 
presentation.  I even went 
to see [political comedy 
musical troupe] Capitol 
Steps. I really wanted a 
chance to attend the 
debate because this [was] a 
once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity. I’m very fortunate 
to have won a ticket.”
Yet, for all the activity on campus, 
breaking news amplified what was already 
one of the most anticipated debates in 
American history. Just 
days before the 
debate, the economy 
began to implode, 
prompting Republi-
can John McCain to 
nearly withdraw from 
the event. The crisis 
added weight to UM panels and classes 
focusing on the economy.
“We felt we needed to bring panelists 
in to give their feedback and discuss what 
needs to be done,” said Journalism Chair 
Samir Husni, who moderated a panel on 
the economy. “Our students want to 
know how the current economic crisis 
affects them.”
Many other events 
also added useful per-
spective for students, 
faculty and the universi-
ty community as aca-
demic topics came to 
life on campus. To learn 
more about how the College participated 
in the debate, turn to the special section 
on Page 8 and visit the new Web site at 
www.viewfromventress.org. V
The Great Debate
The College was at the center 
of events surrounding the 
presidential debate.
Page 8
Reaching for the Stars
UM joins in worldwide
Galileo anniversary celebration.
 Page 7
Major Religions
New religious studies major
intrigues liberal arts students.
 Page 11
Champion and Scholar 
UM football captain excels 
on the field, in the classroom.
 Page 13 
Presidential nominees John McCain and Barack Obama debate in UM’s Gertrude C. Ford Center Sept. 26. 
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College takes leading role in Debate ’08
‘The debate presented unique teachable 
moments for our faculty and staff and leadership 
opportunities for our students.
That’s the real reward for hosting the debate.’ 
— C H A N C E L L O R  R O B E R T  C .  K H AYAT
S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N
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Glenn Hopkins
When Robert Khayat assumed the chancellorship in 1995, his belief, or lack of belief, in the importance 
of the liberal arts was unknown to most faculty 
members in the College. After all, he was a 
long-time member of the law school, which has 
no undergraduate programs. Had he thought 
about undergraduate education at all? If so, did 
he have a commitment to the liberal arts that 
would stand the test of time? Would he be an 
effective advocate for liberal arts with alumni, 
legislators, and donors?  
Well, yes, yes, and yes. From day one, 
when he made securing a chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa the centerpiece of his plans, Chancellor 
Khayat championed the study of the liberal 
arts. He noted that a strong College of Liberal 
Arts made the professional schools stronger and 
thus uplifted the whole university. So he set to 
work, and, my goodness, how far we have 
come under his leadership. (A complete list of 
the achievements during his tenure is on the 
Ole Miss home page.)
In 2009, as Chancellor Khayat announces 
his retirement, the changes in the last 14 years 
are so much a part of the fabric of the College 
and the university they are barely noticed now. 
The contributions to the education of the stu-
dents in the College by the Croft Institute for 
International Studies, Lott Leadership Institute, 
the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors Col-
lege, and the William Winter Institute for 
Racial Reconciliation are enormous. And 
accepted now as routine. An audience enjoying 
a concert by our music faculty in the Ford 
Center for the Performing Arts is unlikely to 
muse that this facility did not exist a few years 
ago. Students walking to class through the cir-
cle, and faculty and staff working in new or 
renovated buildings—about three quarters of 
the 18 departments in the College—may sel-
dom think about Chancellor Khayat’s role in 
improving and beautifying our campus. That is 
as it should be.  
That is as it should be because it means we 
are looking forward, looking to build on this 
solid base that Chancellor Khayat helped us 
create. We can best pay tribute to his support, 
to the support of all those who helped us build 
a strong College, by making the College even 
stronger. We do that by creating a program in 
Mandarin Chinese that receives national atten-
tion and starting a program in Arabic for which 
we have the same aspirations; by supporting a 
Department of Chemistry that produces more 
graduates than all but two SEC schools, even 
though we have half the number of students as 
some of these schools; and by having a Depart-
ment of History faculty that receives multiple 
national awards, to list just a few stories in this 
newsletter and on the new www.viewfrom   
ventress.org. Every department in the College 
could contribute to such a list.
I know that the heart of the College is the 
faculty, and we continue to make the College 
stronger by recruiting the best faculty mem-
bers to teach our students and contribute to 
our research programs. Don’t just take my 
word for it. Take a look at the brochure 
enclosed with this newsletter to see our new-
est faculty and their impressive credentials. 
We are conducting searches now for more fac-
ulty members like these.
As I write this column, budget 
cuts loom. So be it. We will be care-
ful with our finances and innovative 
in our thinking, and the College will 
continue to prosper. Those who can 
will help us to create scholarships so 
that deserving students can attend 
college, even in these difficult econom-
ic times. Those who can will help us fund 
faculty development initiatives so that we can 
continue to recruit superb faculty mem-
bers. With your help, we will continue 
to provide the excellent education 
our students deserve.
Thanks, Chancellor Khayat, 
for everything. We are moving 
full speed ahead and are com-
mitted to being a great College 
of Liberal Arts in a Great Pub-
lic University. V
Robert Khayat and the College of Liberal Arts
Undecided student? Online tool offers information on majors
The College of Liberal Arts has developed an online advising tool for students 
trying to decide on a major. The 
site features introductory informa-
tion about 34 majors offered with-
in the College. 
The goal of the site is simple, 
said Dean Glenn Hopkins. “We 
want to get more information to 
our students, who can then make 
informed decisions about their 
academic careers,” he said. 
The site was designed to be 
interesting and accessible. It 
includes four main questions that 
interactively guide students in 
deciding their majors. A student 
interested in English, for example, 
is asked: 
•	 What does it mean to major in 
English?
•	 Why is The University of Mis-
sissippi a good place to major 
in English?
•	 What can UM English majors 
do after graduation?
•	 Whom should I contact to 
learn more about majoring in 
English?
All undecided and prospective 
students (and their parents) are 
invited to experience it themselves 
by visiting www.olemiss.edu/
libarts/majors. V
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Gregory Schirmer, professor of English, has been honored as the 2008 Elsie M. Hood Out-
standing Teacher.
“Dr. Schirmer brings a passion to the 
classroom that demands attention,” 
wrote one student in nominating 
Schirmer. “One can tell he loves his sub-
ject, and it is infectious.”
Schirmer pushes himself in both 
research and instruction, which he sees as 
integral to being a good teacher.
“Research influences teaching. If I 
quit teaching, my research would go 
down the tubes,” he said. “Going into a 
classroom with 19- and 20-year-olds 
demands that you be able to defend what 
you are doing. If one creates an environ-
ment where research is encouraged, good 
teaching will follow.”
The Outstanding Teacher Award has 
been a UM tradition since 1966. In 1988, 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren A. Hood Sr. of 
Jackson made a gift to endow the award, 
and it was named the Elsie M. Hood 
Outstanding Teacher Award in Mrs. 
Hood’s honor. 
A native of Freeport, Ill., Schirmer is 
a seasoned journalist, having worked at 
The Wall Street Journal and Newsday. He 
completed his doctoral degree from Stan-
ford University and taught at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame and Vanderbilt 
University. He joined the UM faculty   
in 1984. V
UM’s 25th Rhodes Scholar poised for future
Classics teacher 
recognized for 
dedicated serviceDespite a stellar undergraduate career at The University of Mississippi, Shadrack “Shad” White has dealt with his fair share of dis-
appointment, including an unsuccessful run for ASB 
president. “I think for every success I had, there 
were probably three failures,” White said.
These days, the failures don’t sting as much. 
Last fall, the Sandersville native became UM’s 25th 
Rhodes Scholar—and the first ever to receive both 
prestigious Rhodes and Truman scholarships.
The Rhodes scholarship provides an all-expens-
es-paid opportunity to study for two years at Oxford 
University in England, one of the world’s oldest uni-
versities. It is the most coveted academic award for 
American undergraduates. 
“We have not had a more capable student than 
Shad White,” said Chancellor Robert Khayat. “We 
knew he had the intellectual, personal and leader-
ship skills to be selected as a Rhodes Scholar. Shad is 
multitalented and keenly interested in enhancing 
the quality of life in our society, and we fully expect-
ed him to be our 25th Rhodes Scholar.”
Glenn Hopkins, dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts, agreed.
“To receive both a Truman and a Rhodes is an 
extraordinary accomplishment,” Hopkins said. “I 
think Shad will accomplish much in his life, and I 
will watch with great interest as his future unfolds.”
White’s academic accolades are both numerous 
and exceptional. He graduated summa cum laude 
from UM’s Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors Col-
lege and was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi and Phi 
Beta Kappa. Yet he still found time to serve—wheth-
er registering voters in the Mississippi Delta or 
working in an orphanage in El Salvador.
Since graduating from UM in 2008, White has 
been in Washington, D.C., working to improve 
early childhood education in Mississippi and the rest 
of the nation. His senior honors thesis—an exami-
nation of finance and education in Mississippi 
schools that called for more accountability on fund-
ing issues—landed him a job as an analyst with the 
U.S. Department of Education, then a fellowship 
with Pre-K Now, a nonprofit research and advocacy 
group.
“My days are filled with analyzing new research 
that comes out or helping policy analysts,” said 
White, who earned degrees in economics and politi-
cal science. “I split my time between good research 
and good advocacy.”
In 2004, White almost went to his dream 
school, Georgetown University. But a UM recruiter 
convinced him that the Honors College was the per-
fect place for him and offered him a full ride.
“We are just really proud of him,” said his 
father, Charles White. “He would not be here, I 
believe, without Ole Miss. It has really opened and 
challenged his mind.” V
Aileen Ajoo-tian, chair of the Depart-
ment of Classics, has 
been named a recipi-
ent of the Frist Stu-
dent Service Award 
for 2008.
The Frist Awards 
recognize one faculty 
member and one 
staff member for 
unwavering dedica-
tion to students. Fac-
ulty, staff, alumni or 
students may submit 
nominations, and the final selections are made by a chan-
cellor’s committee of faculty, staff and students. Ajootian 
received a $1,000 prize and a plaque along with recogni-
tion during spring 2008 commencement. 
“I can remember feeling hopeless, but Dr. Ajootian 
gave me hope,” wrote one student in his nominating let-
ter. “She created numerous tutoring sessions for her stu-
dents besides the time that she would spend helping 
students during her office hours.”
Ajootian joined the UM faculty in 1996. She earned 
her doctorate in classical archaeology from Bryn Mawr 
College, and her fieldwork includes research in Athens 
and ancient Corinth in Greece.
The Frist Student Service Awards were established with 
a $50,000 gift from the late Dr. Thomas F. Frist of Nash-
ville, a 1930 UM graduate. Mark Showalter of the Univer-
sity Counseling Center also received a 2008 Frist Award. V
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Building upgrades on the Oxford campus are nothing new. But, as home to the Department of Chemis-
try and Biochemistry, Coulter Hall isn’t like 
any other renovation project on campus.
“Chemistry buildings are notoriously 
complex,” said Charles Hussey, department 
chair. “They must be equipped with services 
that ordinary classroom buildings don’t 
need—fume hoods, compressed air, stable 
electrical power, house vacuums, eyewash 
and shower stations, and a water-treatment 
system that produces pure water by distilla-
tion or reverse osmosis.”
Fortunately, numerous upgrades to 
Coulter are already under way. Through 
university funding, more than 70 new fume 
hoods are being installed, along with a new 
HVAC system and new air-handling equip-
ment to pump fresh air into the building. 
Other future renovations involve upgrading 
the ventilation systems, fume hoods and 
equipment in faculty research labs. Hussey 
said that the changes are needed to accom-
modate advances in technology and chemis-
try education.
“The way we do chemistry has changed 
dramatically since Coulter was completed 
in 1977,” Hussey said. “For example, when 
Coulter first opened, we did a lot of chem-
istry experiments hands on. These days, 
most chemistry is done remotely with com-
puter-controlled electronic instruments 
such as spectrometers or by carrying out 
sophisticated quantum mechanics calcula-
tions. You’d be hard pressed to find any test 
tubes in this building.”
Yet, upgrades cost money, and, while 
the department has reliable patrons such as 
the Frist family in Nashville, more funding 
is needed. Coulter handles about 1,000 stu-
dents each semester, Hussey said. 
“Obviously, continuing to provide a 
safe facility for our students is our top pri-
ority,” Hussey said. “But having well-
equipped, modern facilities also helps to 
attract and retain the best faculty. These 
are the faculty who energize our students 
by providing research opportunities and 
teaching excellence. More quality teaching 
takes place in the research lab than most 
people realize. That’s the key ingredient to 
our success.”
To find out how you can support the 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemis-
try, e-mail Charles Hussey at chclh@chem1.
olemiss.edu or call him at 662-915-9301. 
To find out how the department is nation-
ally ranked among the top 40 schools for 
production of undergraduate majors, visit 
www.viewfromventress.org. V
The green movement involves more than politi-cians pushing agendas and concerned citizens making recycling efforts. It also requires boots 
on the ground.
“There are politics and recycling, but we are the 
applied science aspect of the green movement,” said 
Anjel Craig, a University of Mississippi biology student. 
“We are the ones actually in the field restoring the envi-
ronment.”
A Picayune resident, Craig is part of a forest resto-
ration research team led by UM biologist Jason Hoek-
sema and eight other biology faculty. One of four UM 
graduate students, Craig and her peers have strapped 
on their boots to monitor long-term restoration treat-
ments of forests at the Strawberry Plains Audubon Cen-
ter outside Holly Springs. Through prescribed burns 
and selective logging initiated by UM biology professor 
Steve Brewer, the team aims to create a more open for-
est ecosystem and then compare the responses of addi-
tional species, such as fungi and spiders, with past and 
current forest ecosystems.
According to Brewer’s research, forestland across the 
Magnolia State has changed during the last several hun-
dred years. In earlier centuries, forests had more open 
canopies. Today forests are more dense. So why study 
the differences?
“We know important ecosystem functions, such as 
nutrient cycling, carbon storage and productivity, are all 
impacted by the species and organisms living in a partic-
ular ecosystem,” Hoeksema said. “So restoring a piece of 
the forest to its original condition will allow us to com-
pare it with today’s forest and better monitor the differ-
ences in these ecosystem functions.”
Funded through 2012, a $168,000 USDA National 
Needs Graduate Research Fellowship Grant is supporting 
the project by providing stipends for graduate student 
training, as well as travel to participate in a forest-restora-
tion internship in British Columbia, Canada.
With a doctoral degree from the University of Cali-
fornia-Davis, Hoeksema’s research focuses on the ecolo-
gy and evolution of species interactions in forests. At 
UM since 2007, Hoeksema teaches courses in microbi-
ology, mycology, advanced statistics and co-evolution-
ary biology. V
With more people at UM becom-ing environmentally aware, it was just a matter of time before that 
awareness showed up in the curriculum. That 
day arrived in the fall of 2008, with the 
introduction of a new academic minor in 
environmental studies.
This past fall, the College began offering 
a new course, Classics of Modern Environ-
mental Literature (ENVS 101). Of the 23 
students who enrolled in the course, nearly 
three-quarters are interested in pursuing the 
new minor.
The interdisciplinary minor involves 
course work in the sciences, social sciences 
and the humanities. Courses include envi-
ronmental ethics, conservation and restora-
tion ecology, and global environmental 
issues. Incorporating a rigorous reading pro-
gram, the new environmental minor also 
features films, journal writing, collaborative 
classroom projects and field trips.
“American citizens—and especially col-
lege students—need to be aware of the envi-
ronment,” said English professor Ann 
Fisher-Wirth. “We need to help educate 
them in all aspects of the ongoing and 
increasing efforts to work toward environ-
mental sustainability.” V
Forest research grows local restoration efforts New minor focuses 
on environment
Coulter Hall braces for complex changes
UM biology professor Jason Hoeksema scans inside a growth chamber for 
mycorrhizal fungi, in this case a webbed white structure, growing on the 
roots of approximately 200 pine seedlings. He hopes to determine trading 
relationships between the two species to foster healthier pine forests.
Chemisty student works in a lab in Coulter Hall.
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Race. Religion. Regardless of where you are in the world, the two issues are polarizing, even to the point of violence. Whether it’s the Protestant-
Catholic schism in Northern Ireland or black-white 
relations in the United States and South Africa, the top-
ics are tough to talk about, let alone reconcile.
But in July 2008, six UM graduate students 
embarked upon a global adventure. Together with aca-
demic peers from the University of Ulster in Northern 
Ireland and Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University in 
South Africa, the group traveled to all three nations. 
Their mission was to understand the process of recon-
ciliation, to see the progress those three societies have 
made in reconciliation and to learn how to become a 
part of that process.
The expedition started in the U.S., with visits to 
Washington, D.C., the National Civil Rights Museum 
in Memphis and to Mississippi, including the Oxford 
campus. 
From the U.S., the group traveled to Northern Ire-
land where “the Troubles” between Catholics and Prot-
estants are hardly forgotten, despite a 1998 peace 
agreement. Some students met with a former member 
of the Irish Republican Army in a graveyard full of 
casualties from the centuries-old bloody conflict.
“I strongly questioned the use of violence as a means 
of attainment, yet I considered his story,” wrote Derrick 
Donald, a UM graduate student in medicinal chemistry. 
“His story, though personal, is common to many in 
nations with the visible bruises of con-
flict. As global citizens, it remains our 
great aim, whenever possible, to work 
through our inevitable differences in 
pursuit of peaceful resolutions.”
The group also investigated progress 
toward reconciliation in contemporary 
South Africa, where they considered 
how the memory of the apartheid years 
is presented to the public. Rebecca 
Batey, a Southern studies graduate stu-
dent, recalled a trip to the Iziko Slave 
Lodge Museum, where the Dutch East 
India Company housed its slaves for 
more than 100 years. Later it became a 
museum specifically dedicated to the 
history of white colonists, but it was 
repurposed once apartheid collapsed.
“It was interesting to see how a 
government-funded institution 
reworked itself to become more inclu-
sive, juxtaposed against museums from 
the post-apartheid era,” said Batey, who once interned 
at the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis. 
“Each museum deals with apartheid in very different 
ways. To see the diversity in how the story of apartheid 
gets presented to the public, it added perspective to how 
civil rights history is presented in the American South 
and by whom.”
The exchange, sponsored by the Trent Lott Leader-
ship Institute, in association with the UM Study 
Abroad Office, resulted in a documentary for Mississip-
pi Public Broadcasting. MPB outfitted all 18 students 
with video cameras to produce the documentary, and it 
is expected to air in 2009. For more about the 
exchange, including video clips, blogs and photos, visit 
www.viewfromventress.org. V
When Chancellor Robert Khayat’s office asked to meet with Alecia Waite about environ-mental issues, the student leader and activist 
immediately prepared herself to show how UM could 
improve its recycling efforts. But Khayat had a different 
agenda—namely, a surprise reception to congratulate 
Waite on winning a 2008 Morris K. Udall Scholarship. 
Waite, a senior international studies and Chinese 
major, is one of 69 students who intend to pursue 
careers related to the environment, a topic that Udall 
was passionate about during his 30 years in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. More than 500 applicants 
were nominated for the award, representing 239 colleg-
es and universities. 
Waite aspires to teach international studies at the 
college level, with a special focus on U.S. and Chinese 
environmental policy. Though she’d been active with 
the UM environmental group Roots and 
Shoots, it was a monthlong internship in 
Beijing, China, that gave her a new per-
spective on how climate change affects urban areas. 
During her daily two-hour commute, Waite said she 
inhaled dusty air and “enough exhaust to give me a 
headache every morning.”
“It is easy to envision environ-
mental concerns in terms of melting 
icebergs, deforestation and other 
tangible images, but cities are full of 
environmental concerns that can 
be just as tragic,” Waite wrote in 
her Udall application. “The num-
ber one cause of hospitalizations in 
Beijing is air pollution-related dis-
eases. The experience of living in a 
city with such vast environmental 
challenges as Bei-
jing inspired me 
to adopt an urban focus in my research.”
That passion, along with her tireless work ethic, has 
earned Waite many fans among faculty and staff.
“She’s deeply committed to the environment,” said 
Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College Assistant 
Dean Debra Young, who coached Waite on 
her Udall application. “It goes bone-deep 
with her. Knowing her, she was disappoint-
ed the meeting she expected with the 
chancellor wasn’t what she thought it 
would be.”
Young was only partially 
wrong.
“It’s funny because I was 
cramming for the meeting so I’d be 
ready,” Waite said. “I’m not disap-
pointed. But you can tell Dr. Khayat 
that I’d still like to meet with him 
on environmental issues.” V
Reconciling Race and Religion
Nobel Laureate John Hume (center) speaks with grad students about reconciliation efforts in 
Northern Ireland. He is joined by UM grad student Gregory Day, University of Ulster grad 
student Lee Lavis and UM grad students Rebecca Batey and Douglas Ray.
Student environmental activist chosen for prestigious scholarship
N
athan Latil
Chancellor Robert Khayat congratulates 
Alecia Waite on winning a 2008 Morris 
K. Udall Scholarship. 
Students from UM, Ireland and South Africa explore tough issues on three continents
C
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Allen Clark’s students have different reasons for studying Arabic at UM. Some want to improve their career prospects. And some are Muslims 
who want to read the Qu’ran in its original form. Then 
again, for others, it could be just plain old curiosity.
“Many Americans are curious about the language 
and culture,” said Clark, instructional assistant professor 
of Arabic.   
UM began offering its first class in Arabic during 
the fall 2008 semester. Similar to the intensive Chinese 
program, UM received federal funds for this language 
because it is seen as critical to national security.  
“This is really exciting because the funding we are 
receiving allows us to offer another critical language,” 
said Donald Dyer, chair of the Department of Modern 
Languages. “In these times, being able to offer Chinese 
and Arabic is the sign of a strong and pragmatic lan-
guage department.”
Leah Nodar, a sophomore linguistics major from 
Mobile, Ala., has been fascinated with languages since 
childhood.  “I want to learn as much about the struc-
ture and workings of as many languages as I can,” she 
said. “Arabic was far too wonderful an opportunity to 
pass up.”
Dyer said he believes the difficulty in learning a lan-
guage is determined largely by the will of the student. 
Even so, Arabic is often thought to be one of the most 
difficult languages for English-speaking students to 
learn—mostly because of the myriad dialects within the 
language, Clark said.
Clark teaches his 
students modern stan-
dard Arabic, which is 
commonly understood 
throughout the 30 
nations where Arabic is 
spoken. Yet countries, 
regions and cities 
have their own dia-
lects, and speaking 
the wrong dialect has 
its consequences, 
Clark said.
“Every regional 
dialect carries with it 
cultural and political 
baggage,” he said. “If 
you were speaking a 
Syrian dialect to some-
one from Beirut, Leba-
non, it could be construed as tacitly siding with Syria’s 
policies toward Lebanon. You could be carrying on a 
normal conversation, but just speaking in that dialect 
might put people off.
“In the Middle East, language and culture are so 
enmeshed that people can draw conclusions about you 
just from the dialect you speak,” Clark added. “Learn-
ing standard Arabic isn’t that difficult, but learning how 
and when to speak a dialect makes it challenging.” 
Nodar said that despite the vast differences between 
Arabic and English, there is a certain logic to Arabic 
that makes it easy to catch on to.
“Picking up any small part leads immediately to 
greater understanding in dozens of other areas,” Nodar 
said. “Learning ‘sun’ also teaches you ‘sunshine,’ ‘sunny’ 
and even ‘umbrella.’ In many languages it’s hard to see 
connections, but in Arabic the words flow together—it’s 
very precise, very mathematical.”
After graduation, Nodar hopes to practice her Ara-
bic in the Middle East as a freelance translator. “Beyond 
that, I don’t know where Arabic will take me,” she said. 
“But I’m certain I’ll enjoy the journey.” V
New Arabic language class shows strength of department
StarTalk heads to high schools
UM provides the only major in Mandarin Chinese 
in Mississippi. Now the university is bringing the Chi-
nese language to the high-school level.
In July 
2008, UM 
welcomed two 
dozen high-
school students to Oxford for StarTalk Two, an inten-
sive four-week program in Mandarin Chinese. Modern 
Languages received $120,000 in government funding to 
provide the students with full tuition and fees, housing, 
books and meal plans. Most students were from Oxford 
High School and nearby Marks High School in the 
Mississippi Delta.
“It’s wonderful to offer the study of Chinese at an 
earlier-than-normal age for American students,” said 
Donald Dyer, chair of modern languages. “We hope to 
increase interest in the Chinese language and to 
encourage some of these exceptional students to study 
Chinese with us as college students when they graduate 
from high school.”
For more about StarTalk, including video of the 
students speaking Chinese, visit our Web site at      
www.viewfromventress.org.
Fulbright scholar 
teaches Dari 
With her country ravaged 
by decades of war and 
oppression, Afghan-born Ful-
bright Scholar Farima Nawa-
bi has come to America to 
study and teach.
At Kabul University, 
Nawabi teaches English. At 
UM, she is studying to teach 
English as a second language 
and teaching a course in 
Dari, the official language of 
Afghanistan.
“For more than three decades, women haven’t 
had the chance to come to the U.S. and study,” 
Nawabi said. “As a woman, this is a big achieve-
ment for me, a golden opportunity.”
“The opportunity to offer this language was 
completely unexpected,” said Donald Dyer, UM 
modern languages chair and professor. “Ms. Nawa-
bi is an important cultural resource.”
For more about Nawabi, visit www.viewfrom 
ventress.org.
North African
 (Libya, Tunis, Algeria and Morocco)
Egyptian
(Egypt and Sudan)
Levantine
(Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan)
Iraqi
(Iraq)
Arabian
(Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, UAE and Qatar)Atlantic
Ocean
Mediterranean Sea
Major Arabic dialects
Indian
Ocean
Red
   Sea
More than 250 million people worldwide speak Arabic in about 30 countries. Although UM’s program teaches 
Modern Standard Arabic, the dialects are numerous. 
Farima Nawabi, a Fulbright Scholar visiting UM from Afghanistan, teaches the Dari language. 
She is also studying to teach English as a second language for when she returns home.
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Four hundred years ago, Galileo Galilei trans-formed stargazing from religion to science when he aimed his first telescope into the night sky. 
In the process, he upended the notion that the entire 
universe revolved around the Earth—which, to the 
Roman Catholic Church, amounted to the highest 
blasphemy.
“Galileo’s first use of the telescope for astronomy 
marks the passage from ancient astronomy and astrol-
ogy to modern scientific astronomy,” said Marco Cav-
aglia, assistant professor of physics at UM. “I can’t 
even imagine what life would be like if his work hadn’t 
been accepted. Maybe we’d still be in the dark ages.”
When Galileo died in 1642, he was blind and 
under house arrest for his heresy. Yet 2009 will be cel-
ebrated worldwide as the International Year of Astron-
omy, commemorating the 400th anniversary of 
Galileo’s first using a telescope to view the stars. For its 
part, the UM Department of Physics and Astronomy 
is coordinating a whole slate of events designed to 
educate and enlighten.
“This is an effort of many people and institutions 
around the world,” Cavaglia said. “The most impor-
tant part of IYA2009 is spreading astronomy to kids 
and people who would not usually be exposed to it. 
Education is a big part of it.”
Events include
•	 Assistant Professor of History Theresa Levitt, a spe-
cialist in the history of science, 
presented a public lecture 
titled “The Pope’s Best Friend: 
Galileo’s Startling Astronomy 
and Inadvertent Heresy,” in 
January.
•	 In collaboration with the 
Department of Music, interna-
tionally acclaimed composer/
musician Andrea Centazzo 
performed his original work 
“Einstein’s Messengers”—a 
multimedia show inspired by 
black holes and gravita-
tional waves—in February.
•	 March features an exhibit 
of astronomical paintings 
at the University Museum.
•	 From April 2-5, “100 Hours 
of Astronomy” will allow enthusiasts to view live 
images from observatories around the globe via 
webcast. “People will be able to hop from one 
observatory to another and see what others are see-
ing,” Cavaglia said.
•	 Also in April, a photography exhibit called “The 
World At Night” will showcase images of the sky 
taken at landmarks around the world, such as a 
moonrise over the Parthenon in Greece and the 
Milky Way as seen from the Great 
Pyramids in Egypt. 
•	 A series of after-school activi-
ties are scheduled for late 
spring, including open houses 
at Kennon Observatory on the 
Oxford campus.
“If Galileo could see what we 
can do now, I think he’d be really 
amazed,” Cavaglia said. “He had 
a very simple instrument—some-
thing you could buy for less than 
$10 these days. Now we can see 
almost to the end of the universe, 
so to speak. He would be 
impressed and happy.
“But, more importantly, he 
changed how science was done,” 
Cavaglia continued. “Before Gali-
leo, people wouldn’t even bother to check to see if 
something could be scientifically proven. But he intro-
duced experiments and observations, and [he said] if 
experiments tell us something new, then we have to 
change our minds. I guess there would be no modern 
science without him.”
For more about UM’s participation in IYA2009, 
including a slide show of space images taken at Ken-
non Observatory, visit www.viewfromventress.org. V
Multiple Grammy award-win-ning songwriter Glen Ballard (BA 75) was influenced by 
many different forms of music while 
growing up in Mississippi.
As a music major at UM, Ballard 
studied classical piano, but, coming from 
the deep Mississippi Delta city of Nat-
chez, he also learned how to play blues 
guitar. Growing up near the musical 
mosaic called New Orleans didn’t hurt 
either. “It was around me, all kinds of 
music,” Ballard said in a 
2007 interview with 
music mogul Guy Ecks-
tine posted on YouTube. 
“Certainly the real blues, 
real R&B music, real 
country music… stuff 
that hadn’t really been 
given a category. It was 
just people expressing 
themselves in a really bril-
liant way.”
That likely explains how Ballard is 
able to move seamlessly from genre to 
genre, working with an eclectic mix of 
the biggest names in music. An abbrevi-
ated list includes Quincy Jones, Alanis 
Morissette, Van Halen, Aretha Franklin, 
Aerosmith, Wilson Phillips, Michael 
Jackson, Dave Matthews Band, Christina 
Aguilera and No Doubt.
Not bad for a Mississippi kid who 
packed up and headed west to Los Ange-
les only days after graduating from UM. 
He left with only one per-
son to call when he 
arrived—a family friend 
who worked at a golf 
course. That relationship 
led to a golfer who hap-
pened to run Sunset Sound 
Recordings. Before Ballard 
knew it, he had a job.
“Incredible records have 
been made there—The 
Doors, a lot of great stuff,” 
Ballard said. “So immediately, I was work-
ing without really knowing how this all 
happened, other than one phone call.”
Along the way, Ballard has sold more 
than 150 million records worldwide, 
including Morissette’s runaway debut 
album, “Jagged Little Pill,” and her career-
launching hit, “You Oughtta Know.” For 
that album, he earned Grammys for Best 
Rock Song, Best Rock Album and Best 
Video, and he was awarded the prestigious 
Album of the Year. 
Last fall, Ballard added a new honor 
to his stunning collection with his induc-
tion into the UM Alumni Hall of Fame. 
“Glen Ballard is an extraordinary 
man. His success in all parts of the music 
business underlines his seemingly endless 
creativity and his dedication to his craft,” 
said College of Liberal Arts Dean Glenn 
Hopkins. “He is, by the way, also an 
unassuming and thoughtful man that 
you would want as a friend.” V
UM celebrates 400 years of Galileo
Grammy-winning alum admitted to UM’s Hall of Fame
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After a recent visit with College of 
Liberal Arts Dean Glenn Hopkins, 
alumnus Glen Ballard stopped in 
Ventress Hall to add his signature 
to the much-autographed wall in 
the turret.
UM students peek through the telescope in 
Kennon Observatory.
Glen Ballard receives a plaque commemorating his 
2008 induction into the UM Alumni Hall of Fame 
from Chancellor Robert Khayat.
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A full slate for the debate
•	 Professor	Curtis	Wilkie, Cook Chair and associ-
ate professor of journalism, discussed Thomas 
Paine’s Common Sense in association with the Rem-
nant Trust Athenaeum rare book exhibit.
•	 “Contemporary Politics and Classical Rhetoric” 
lecture by Joy	Connolly, associate professor of 
classics at New York University, focused on ancient 
foundations of modern political rhetoric. 
•	 “Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and 
Learning in Classical Athens” featured Josiah	
Ober, professor of classics and political science 
from Stanford University, who spoke on ancient 
Athenian democracy and its influence on modern 
Western democracy.
•	 John	Neff, associate professor of history, lectured 
at the branch campuses in Southaven and Tupelo 
on the Lincoln-Douglas Debates and how presi-
dential debates have changed history. 
•	 The Department of Political Science invited 
Michael	Nelson, professor of political science from 
Rhodes College, to give his talk, “A Consumer’s 
Guide to the Presidential Debate,” which provided 
insight on “hiring” a president.
•	 The Lott Leadership Institute co-sponsored a lec-
ture by U.S. Assistant Attorney General for Envi-
ronmental and Natural Resources Ron	Tenpas on 
“Trends in Climate Change Regulation and Trends 
in the Courts.”
 S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N 
Academic events enhance debate experience   |   PUBLIC LECTURES
Although the Sept. 26 presidential debate between Barack Obama and John McCain was the main event, the 
College of Liberal Arts launched a wide array of courses, lectures and events to transform the debate into a memo-
rable learning experience. These pages feature some of the highlights. To learn more about the role the College 
played in the debate, visit www.viewfromventress.org.
Students craft policy proposal 
Political science chair Rich Forgette’s “Presidential 
Election Topics” course led 13 members of the Sally 
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College to craft “Closing 
the Gap: Education in Mississippi,” a 75-page proposal 
on improving education in the state. During debate 
week, seniors Nora Watson, a biology major from 
Starkville, and Alan Pate, a political science major from 
Chocowinity, N.C., presented a summary of the paper to 
an audience of more than 100 students, faculty and visi-
tors, including Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant, former Mississippi 
Gov. and Barack Obama adviser Ray Mabus, and Missis-
sippi Superintendent of Education Hank Bounds. The 
report identified three major goals: strengthening access 
to early education, making an investment in quality 
teachers and increasing the focus on improved gradua-
tion rates to prepare more students for college. 
Foreign journalists bring perspective
With reporters from around the globe in Oxford for the 
debate, the Croft Institute for International Studies hosted a 
panel of journalists from India, Japan, Australia and The 
Netherlands. The panel offered a glimpse into the U.S. elec-
tion from abroad. “Americans don’t take as much interest in 
international affairs as we should,” said Associate Professor of 
Journalism Curtis Wilkie, who moderated the panel. “It’s 
important to understand how we’re seen in the world.”
Lecture brings expert on 
HIV and AIDS to UM
The Department of Psychology co-
sponsored a lecture by Dr. Frank Spinelli, 
one of America’s foremost experts on HIV 
and AIDS. “Mississippi is near the bottom 
when it comes to funding HIV education, 
prevention and treatment,” said Kevin 
Cozart, adviser for UM’s Gay-Straight Alli-
ance. “Anytime we can educate the popu-
lace on HIV and AIDS, we are continuing 
a legacy formed during the early days of 
the AIDS epidemic.”
Panel considers 
science policy
With climate change, health 
care and energy looming as cam-
paign issues, the Department of 
Philosophy and Religion hosted a 
panel discussion about how sci-
ence should inform policy mak-
ing. “None of the debates 
allowed for the candidates to 
express their views on science,” 
said Assistant Professor of Philos-
ophy Neil Manson. “This event 
was designed to get the public 
thinking about what it wants 
from its future president with 
respect to science.”
Portraits capture personalities
Oxford-based artist Jason Bouldin has painted 
many portraits of public figures. In conjunction with 
the Department of Art, Bouldin demonstrated and 
discussed how to capture the essence of a person on 
canvas. “I look for symbols to give a visual perception 
of who the person is,” Bouldin said. “I always try to 
look for personal cues that might tell the viewer 
something about the subject—not just the office they 
hold but who they are in that office.”
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Speaker revisits 
1960 debate
With UM hosting a much-
anticipated presidential debate, 
the Department of History 
arranged for a look back at the 
first-ever televised presidential 
debate between John F. Kenne-
dy and Richard Nixon in 1960. 
“Most people don’t realize that 
despite an abysmal perfor-
mance in the first debate, 
Nixon almost won [the elec-
tion],” said guest lecturer James 
Baughman of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. “Students 
routinely assume that television 
was more powerful than it real-
ly was.”
•	 “Role of Teens in Presidential Elec-
tions,” hosted by the School of Jour-
nalism, was led by Jana	Kerr	
Pettey, publisher and editorial direc-
tor of Justine magazine.
•	 A pre-debate discussion hosted by 
the Overby Center for Southern 
Journalism and Politics featured vet-
eran journalists Matthew	Storin, for-
mer editor of the Chicago Sun-Times, 
The Boston Globe and New York Daily 
News, and Tom	Oliphant, former 
syndicated columnist for The Boston 
Globe and frequent guest on “The 
NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.”
•	 “Talking about Politics at Home: 
Analyzing the Debate on Domestic 
Issues” was hosted by the Depart-
ment of Modern Languages and the 
Intensive English Program.
•	 The Overby Center for Southern 
Journalism and Politics and the Lott 
Leadership Institute co-sponsored 
“How Events in Mississippi 
Changed American Politics,” a sym-
posium on how political and civil 
rights events of the 1960s trans-
formed the political landscape.
PANEL DISCUSSIONS
Students stage 
debate contest
The Lott Leadership Insti-
tute offered a 1-credit-hour 
practicum that prepared 23 stu-
dents for a public debate com-
petition on a selected public 
policy issue. Students on the 
first- and second-place teams 
won tickets to the debate, with 
the winning team members, 
James Hoggatt, a sophomore 
philosophy major from 
Brookhaven, and Adrianne Kie-
sel, a freshman journalism 
major from Mandeville, La., 
also receiving $500 scholarships 
from the dean of students.
Panel quizzed
on economy
Although foreign policy 
was the official topic of the 
debate, an imploding global 
economy was certain to take 
center stage. The Department 
of Journalism teamed with 
FNC, Inc., of Oxford to quiz 
a panel of economists on the 
crisis. “With two wars and a 
low economy, there is no 
leverage left for either candi-
date to have an impact,” said 
William Shughart, F.A.P. Bar-
nard Distinguished Professor 
of Economics at UM. “It all 
comes down to picking quali-
fied advisers.”
Crowd gathers for Tom Brokaw talk
Former “NBC Nightly News” anchor Tom Brokaw sat down with UM Associate 
Professor of Journalism Curtis Wilkie for a pre-debate talk in a packed Fulton Chapel. 
“I view this institution as an example, as I go around the country, of the great progress 
we have made,” Brokaw said.
College offers 
15 debate courses
ECON	320:	Economic Issues of the 
2008 Presidential Election. Associate 
Professor of Economics Mark Van 
Boening
ENGL	418: Expository Writing—
Writing the Presidential Debates. Pro-
fessor of English Ben McClelland
HON	301: Conversations—Journal-
ists and the Presidential Election. 
Chair and Professor of Journalism 
Samir Husni
HON	301:	Conversations—The 2008 
Election. Professor of Political Science 
John Winkle
JOUR	377:	Advanced Reporting. 
Professor of Journalism Joe Atkins
JOUR	477:	Specialized Reporting—
Covering a Presidential Election. 
Cook Chair and Associate Professor of 
Journalism Curtis Wilkie
JOUR	495:	Practicum/Internships 
with visiting media during Debate 
’08. Assistant Professor of Journalism 
Ralph Braseth
LAT	323/LAT	623:	Roman Oratory. 
Assistant Professor of Classics Edward 
Gutting
LING	430/ENGL	430: Discourse 
Pragmatics. Assistant Professor of 
Modern Languages Tamara Warhol
POL	100:	Presidential Election Top-
ics. Chair and Professor of Political 
Science Richard Forgette
POL	303:	The American Presidency. 
Assistant Professor of Political Science 
Jonathan Winburn
POL	308:	Voting and Political Partic-
ipation. Associate Professor of Political 
Science John Bruce
POL	367:	Policy Analysis. Chair and 
Professor of Political Science Richard 
Forgette
SOC	466:	Political Sociology. Assis-
tant Professor of Sociology Ross 
Haenfler
SPCH	314:	Intercollegiate Debat-
ing—Medicare Reform. Speech 
Instructor Joann Edwards
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UM archaeologist Bryan Haley has been a longtime fan of  “Time Team,” the British TV show featur-
ing a team of archaeologists exploring his-
toric cultures. 
“It’s a very popular prime time show 
there,” said Haley, systems analyst for the 
Center for Archaeological Research in UM’s 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology. 
“In the U.K., an average person on the 
street knows about ground-penetrating 
radar. The show is successful in showing the 
public what we do.”
U.S. audiences will get to see what 
Haley does when “Time Team America” 
debuts this spring on PBS. During the sum-
mer of 2008, Haley hopscotched around the 
U.S. to film five episodes of the show, where 
he was the go-to specialist for using high-
tech sensing equipment to “see” under-
ground without digging at archaeological 
dig sites in North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Illinois, Utah and South Dakota.
Haley is just the latest member of the Department of Sociology and Anthropolo-
gy to be featured on national TV. In January 2008, Assistant Professor of Anthropolo-
gy Gabe Wrobel blended forensic science with archaeology on the Discovery 
Channel’s “Bone Detectives.” And, in April 2008, Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Ross Haenfler explored youth subculture for “Inside Straight Edge” on the National 
Geographic Channel.
For his episode of “Bone Detectives,” Wrobel descended more than 10 stories 
down into the Midnight Terror cave in Belize, which con-
tains thousands of human bones. There, Wrobel and show 
host Scotty Moore worked to solve “The Case of the Head-
less Corpse.”
“Examining a single skeleton, even one without a head, 
could reveal how that individual lived,” he said. “Evidence 
of life and death can be found in bones. Bones are uninten-
tional time capsules; able to communicate what was created, 
buried and then forgotten.”
Haenfler’s program on National Geographic focused on 
the “Straight Edge” subculture, whose members appear to 
live a hardcore punk lifestyle—with tattoos, piercings and 
such—but abstain from drinking, smoking, casual sex and 
drug use. 
“Straight Edge subculture is about fitting in without 
giving in to peer pressure,” said Haenfler, who authored 
Straight Edge: Clean Living Youth, Hardcore Punk, and 
Social Change in 2006. “The idea of young people with 
tattoos who listen to punk music but don’t do drugs is 
intriguing.”
Department Chair Kirsten Dellinger said the TV 
appearances help bring these studies to life for the general 
public in a way that scholarly journal articles cannot.
“It’s a fantastic way to show young people what archaeologists actually do in the 
field and to recruit the next generation into this line of work,” Dellinger said. “And 
Ross’ book on the Straight Edge movement is the most comprehensive ethnographic 
study of this subculture available. We couldn’t be prouder of Bryan, Gabe and Ross.”
 For more about UM’s professors on TV, including Ross Haenfler on National Geo-
graphic and Gabe Wrobel on Discovery Channel, visit www.viewfromventress.org. V
As Brittney Reese’s plane touched down in Beijing for the 2008 Sum-mer Olympics, one thing quickly 
snapped into focus for the UM track-and-
field star: She wasn’t in her hometown of 
Gulfport anymore.
“Beijing was totally different,” said 
Reese, a psychology major at UM. “There 
were thousands and thousands of people 
walking around everywhere. It was like 
nothing I was used to because I have never 
really been to any big cities.”
After a 2008 season that saw Reese 
capture 13 straight individual titles in the 
long jump, she qualified for the Olympics 
in July, becoming the first female track-
and-field athlete in school history to com-
pete in the Olympics. 
“Brittney showed exactly what type of 
competitor she is with her performance at 
the trials,” said Joe Walker, head coach of 
the UM track-and-field team. “It really 
just shows how much talent and determi-
nation she has along with the type of char-
acter she has.”
In the finals, Reese jumped 6.76 
meters (22 feet, 2.25 inches)—good 
enough for a fifth-place finish and brag-
ging rights as the top American finisher in 
the long jump. 
“I was disappointed at first, but I feel 
really good about it now,” Reese said about 
her performance, which fell just over 11 
inches short of the gold medal.  “As I got 
to thinking about it more, it made me feel 
even better to know that I am the top 
American long jumper in the world.”
Not bad for an athlete who couldn’t 
decide between basketball and track after 
earning an associate’s degree from Missis-
sippi Gulf Coast Community College. Her 
mother persuaded her to take the track 
scholarship to UM, which paid off with 
the once-in-a-lifetime experience of the 
Olympics. 
“The opening ceremonies are 
probably what I will remember 
most about being in the Olym-
pics,” Reese said.  “I also got to 
meet and take pictures with pres-
idents George W. Bush and 
George H.W. Bush. It was a lot 
of fun.”
“I was extremely proud of the 
season Brittney had,” Walker said. 
“I don’t think there is anything 
wrong with finishing fifth in the 
world. This was an experience of a 
lifetime for most people, but for 
Brittney it is just the beginning.”
Reese is already training for the 2012 
Olympics in London. V
Sociology, anthropology professors featured on national TV
UM’s own Olympian jumps for gold medal in Beijing
Gabe Wrobel conducts fieldwork in the Midnight Terror Cave in Belize for the 
Discovery Channel’s “Bone Detectives.”
Brittany Reese
The Associated Press
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New religion major offers cross-cultural, multidisciplinary option
Thanks in part to his roots as a Southern Baptist, junior Thomas Chandler from Thaxton already feels called to the ministry. 
And while he doesn’t need to major in religious 
studies to pursue his career, his course work has 
taught him a lot about other religious traditions—
and a lot about himself.
“I am interested in learning about other reli-
gions and how other people view the divine,” said 
Chandler, a member of UM’s inaugural class of reli-
gious studies majors. “It is important to understand 
other belief systems to truly know what you believe. 
This major will provide me with experiences I can 
use to grow in my own faith.”
As of January 2009, the College of Liberal Arts 
officially added a Bachelor of Arts in religious studies 
to its academic offerings. Although various religion 
courses have been offered at UM for years, students 
can now earn a bachelor’s degree in the discipline.     
“There has been quite a demand for this major,” 
said William Lawhead, chair of the Department 
of Philosophy and Religion. “There are few disci-
plines in the university whose subject matter is 
not affected by religious issues.”
The curriculum is designed to expose students 
to the methodology used in the academic study of 
religion, to familiarize students with the vast array of 
religious traditions throughout the world and to 
challenge students to think both critically and creatively. 
Students take required courses in Asian religions, Abra-
hamic traditions and the study of sacred texts. In addi-
tion, students are allowed to take related courses from 
other disciplines such as anthropology, art history, histo-
ry and literature.   
One of America’s fastest growing academic fields, 
religious studies will offer students a better sense of how 
to critically examine religion, said Laurie Cozad, Croft 
Associate Professor of Religion and the new religious 
studies director.   
“Religious studies is crucial,” she said. “It opens stu-
dents’ minds to other cultures and the impact that reli-
gion has on those cultures.”
In her Religion 101 (Introduction to World Reli-
gions) class, Assistant Professor Willa Johnson starts 
with teaching about tribal religious practices. She also 
discusses the dynamics that shape religions over time—
wars, migration patterns, the blending of cultures. 
“People are very comfortable in those first few 
weeks when we study tribal religions like shamanism 
and voodoo,” Johnson said. “When we get to Christian-
ity, Islam and Judaism, it gets more uncomfortable as 
students' preconceived notions about the history of 
their own religions are challenged. I make clear to my 
students that my purpose is to give them an academic 
understanding of the events or beliefs that make up reli-
gious systems. I’m not telling them what to believe.” 
As fact and myth come into focus, light bulbs do 
come on. Sophomore Asra Mansoor, who grew up as a 
Sunni Muslim in Pakistan, routinely saw Hindu-themed 
television broadcasts from nearby India. She was famil-
iar with many Hindu gods and rituals, but didn’t under-
stand the religion itself. 
“It makes sense now,” said Mansoor, a biology 
major who has taken two religion classes and plans to 
take more. “It’s the same thing with Buddhism. I can 
look at a program and understand what a certain prac-
tice means, why they wear certain robes, why it’s sacred 
to them.”
But there are broader reasons to study religion. 
From civil wars to international terrorism, religion’s 
impact on the world is undeniable. 
“In business, politics and culture, the global world is 
a part of everyday life,” said Assistant Professor Mary 
Thurlkill, who specializes in early Christianity and Islam. 
“Understanding the various religions could be the key to 
maintaining stability in today’s diverse world.”
The humanities-based discipline enhances both crit-
ical thinking and analysis skills and improves effective 
communication skills, as well as helps develop fluency 
in world cultures and traditions, all of which benefit 
multiple career paths, Thurlkill said.
“Religious studies graduates can pursue a plethora of 
career options,” she said. “Law school, nonprofit work, 
medicine, education, environmental science and, of 
course, religious vocations are all well-suited options.”
Which brings us back to Chandler, who had his 
own prejudices about Islam wiped away by his studies. 
“Thanks to the media, I thought surely that every Mus-
lim was out to kill us all. This, of course, is not true at 
all,” Chandler said. “My studies helped me understand 
that you can’t trust stereotypes.
“It’s good to enter into intellectual conversation 
with a person of another faith without holding incorrect 
beliefs about their faith,” he continued. “I can now 
interact with all varieties of people because I have 
knowledge about different belief systems. V
In her Religion 101 class, Assistant Professor of Religion Mary Thurlkill uses 
a diagram of a tree to show how Judaism, Christianity and Islam all share a 
common history.
The professors
The Department of Philosophy 
and Religion has four professors and 
two instructors to teach religion 
courses. Their areas of specialty cover 
all the major world religions, colonial 
and post-colonial studies, religion 
and politics, and gender and religion. 
Laurie	Cozad
Croft Associate Professor of Religion 
and Director of Religious Studies
Ph.D., University of Chicago 
Willa	Johnson	
Assistant Professor of Religion
Ph.D., Vanderbilt University  
Mary	Thurlkill
Assistant Professor of Religion 
Ph.D., Indiana University
Ryan	Weimer	
Assistant Professor Religion
Ph.D., University of Edinburgh; 
Th.M., Harvard Divinity School; M.
Div., Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary
Sarah	Moses
Instructor of Religion
Ph.D. Boston College (ABD); M.
Div, Harvard Divinity School
Patti	O’Sullivan
Instructor of Religion
M.A. (Theology), Assumption Col-
lege; M.A. (History), The University 
of Mississippi
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Marine biology expert wins grant UM history professors honored
Tamar Goulet didn’t set out to become an expert on marine eco-systems. While studying biology 
at Tel Aviv University in Israel, she 
became fascinated with the Red Sea. It is 
home to one of the world’s most famous 
coral reefs, located off the coast of Egypt.
“My research interest into coral reef 
ecosystems was fortuitous,” Goulet said. 
“I took a symbiosis course that examined 
different species living together, such as 
coral and algae, as an undergraduate in 
college, and I have been working with 
symbiosis and coral reefs since then.”
Years later, that curiosity has landed 
the associate professor of biology a 
National Science Foundation CAREER 
Award, her third NSF grant. One of the 
NSF’s most prestigious honors, the 
CAREER Award is given to junior faculty 
who exemplify the role of teacher-schol-
ars, blending outstanding research with 
excellent classroom instruction. The 
award, the first received by a UM faculty 
member, provides Goulet more than 
$500,000 for a five-year study on the rela-
tionship between certain soft corals and 
algae on Caribbean reefs. The award also 
requires her to offer educational outreach 
to students and community members.
“The soft, octocoral symbiosis in the 
Caribbean have not been extensively stud-
ied,” she said. “Octocorals have no exter-
nal skeleton, and they have a different 
symbiosis than the hard or stony corals. 
We don’t know how they will react to 
global climate change.”
Goulet joined the UM faculty as a 
biology professor in 2001, after complet-
ing her postdoctoral work at Harbor 
Branch Oceanographic Institute in Fort 
Pierce, Fla. She received her doctoral 
degree from the State University of New 
York at Buffalo and undergraduate and 
master’s degrees from Tel Aviv University 
in Israel.
“This national validation of Dr. Gou-
let’s work is most impressive, indeed,” said 
Glenn Hopkins, dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts. “She is a superb scientist and 
a dedicated teacher. Few faculty members 
are as accomplished in both teaching and 
research.”
“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity,” added Goulet. “Receiving the 
CAREER grant is a wonderful honor for 
me and the university, and having the 
ability to conduct this long-range funded 
research with involvement from students, 
it’s simply remarkable.” V
Nancy	Bercaw
Associate Professor of History and Southern Studies
Bercaw received two fellowships to work on an 
upcoming book, Science and Citizenship: African Ameri-
can and American Indian Bodies in Post-Emancipation 
America. The National Endowment for the Humanities 
awarded Bercaw a Huntington Library Long-Term Fel-
lowship in Los Angeles, California, and she has received 
a senior fellowship from the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.
Charles	W.	Eagles
William F. Winter Professor of History
A 25-year veteran faculty member, Eagles succeeds 
the late Winthrop Jordan in the Winter professorship. 
Eagles’ forthcoming book, The Price of Defiance: James 
Meredith and The Integration of Ole Miss, is due out later 
this year from the University of North Carolina Press.
Deirdre	Cooper	Owens
Assistant Professor of History
Cooper Owens is spending the 2008-09 academic 
year as a postdoctoral fellow at the Carter G. Woodson 
Institute for Afro-American and African Studies at the 
University of Virginia. Her research addresses the com-
parative history of experimental sexual surgery in ante-
bellum America.  
Elizabeth	Payne
Professor of History 
Payne is the first UM professor ever chosen for a 
fellowship with the National Humanities Center in 
Chapel Hill, N.C. While there, Payne is exchanging 
ideas with a select group of 28 scholars from around the 
world while continuing her research on the Southern 
Tenants Farmers Union, a precursor to the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s. Her planned book is Shattering White Solidarity: A 
History of The Southern Tenant Farmer’s Union.
Sheila	Skemp
Clare Leslie Marquette Professor of American History
Skemp is the first to receive the Marquette profes-
sorship. The professorship is named for the late Clare 
Leslie Marquette, who taught American history at UM 
from 1946-72. Her forthcoming book, First Lady of 
Letters: Judith Sargent Murray’s Struggle for Female Rights 
(University of Pennsylvania Press), is about this little-
known women’s advocate during America’s post-Revolutionary War era.
Jeffrey	Watt
Professor of History
Watt spent part of the 2008-09 academic year on 
sabbatical leave to study the Consistory of Geneva, a 
type of morals court that existed during the ministry of 
Protestant reformer John Calvin. Currently Watt is in 
Scotland as the James K. Cameron Visiting Faculty Fel-
low at the University of St. Andrews.
Outstanding 
teacher
Tamar Goulet 
received the 2008 Cora 
Lee Graham Award for 
Outstanding Teacher of 
Freshmen. Her innovative teaching of 
introductory biology for nonmajors 
includes the use of clickers for more 
classroom engagement and in-depth case 
studies to help students connect the class 
topics to the real world. Goulet also sets 
high expectations for her students.  
“In the classroom, Dr. Goulet strikes 
a balance between helping students navi-
gate the course and asking us to be 
responsible for our own experiences,” said 
one student. “She was kind, yet expected 
much. I received a rich and fulfilling 
learning experience.”  
Tamar Goulet, associate professor of biology, dives among coral reefs.
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Student excels on and off the field
Professor propelled by passion for French and concern for students
Any true Rebel football fan knows the name Jason Cook. For the past three seasons, the star full-
back has started most games. His excellent 
athletic performances have earned him 
three letters and a position as one of four 
team captains.
Off the field, Cook’s academic prow-
ess is no less notable. Having earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English in 2008, he is 
now completing an undergraduate degree 
in African-American 
studies. A Scholar-
Athlete Award win-
ner, Cook is also on 
the SEC Honor Roll 
and was named in 
Who’s Who Among 
Students in Ameri-
can Universities and 
Colleges. At the AT&T 
Big Play Luncheon held 
in Dallas just before 
the 2009 Cotton Bowl, 
he was honored as a Cotton 
Bowl Scholar-Athlete 
Award recipient.
His commitment 
has earned the respect 
of his professors as 
well. 
“Jason is the 
epitome of what 
anyone would 
want in a stu-
dent athlete,” 
said Charles Ross, chair and professor of 
African-American studies. “He has juggled 
athletics and academics exceedingly well. 
More importantly, he is in tune with 
what’s going on in the larger world out-
side of the classroom. I think his future 
opportunities are numerous and that he 
will one day make the university very 
proud.”
“Jason is an absolutely amazing stu-
dent,” said Ethel Young-Minor, associate 
professor of English. “He is intellectually 
astute, a very strong writer and a 
real leader whom the other stu-
dents look up to and follow. 
He not only has a charming 
personality but substance 
as well.”
While he hopes 
to play in the NFL, 
the service-oriented 
Cook also has help-
ing young people on 
his mind. 
“After that, I 
want to go to grad 
school in hopes of 
becoming a high-school 
principal,” said Cook, who 
has also received many hon-
ors for his community service. 
“More than ever, young people 
need to see that performing on 
the playing field doesn’t mean 
you can’t perform in the class-
room, too.”  V
UM plans to devote more attention and energy to improving student writing. 
After a two-year discussion among 
students, faculty, staff, administra-
tors, alumni and external experts, 
the university has decided to focus 
new resources on this important 
area of need. 
In the next five years, UM will 
undertake an ambitious plan to improve the 
first-year writing curriculum; offer more writ-
ing assistance to students outside of class; and 
support faculty who teach writing classes or 
who want to develop writing activities for 
existing classes.
Among the details are plans to hire new faculty who specialize in writ-
ing, expand and enhance the existing writing center and create a seed-grant 
program for faculty. The university also plans to adopt technologies to 
encourage and support student writers. Electronic portfolios, for example, 
will allow students to collect and share their writing over a single semester 
or even over an entire college career. 
Ethel Young-Minor, associate professor of English and African-Ameri-
can studies, is co-director of UM’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), 
which is leading the efforts to improve writing on campus. QEP is an 
important component of the re-accreditation process for the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools. 
“This will enhance the good work that our English instructors are 
already carrying out by providing better support of their efforts,” Young-
Minor said. “It is an exciting way to launch writing for the 21st century at 
The University of Mississippi.”
For more details about the QEP and to share your ideas, visit their 
Web site at www.olemiss.edu/qep. V
At age 11, the nuns at Worcester Central Catholic School in Massachusetts advised Daniel O’Sullivan to study 
French. As it turned out, it wasn’t a hard sell.
“I immediately took to it, pursuing 
advanced French in high school and then col-
lege,” O’Sullivan said. “I haven’t looked back 
since.”
Now an associate professor of French at 
UM, O’Sullivan’s passion has led to two presti-
gious honors for his teaching. O’Sullivan is 
both the College of Liberal Arts Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year and the Humanities Teach-
er of the Year for 2008, which is cosponsored 
by the Mississippi Humanities Council. 
O’Sullivan was also recently named senior fel-
low for UM’s first Residential College.
“A scholar of first rank, Dr. O’Sullivan 
receives effusive praise from his students for his 
deep knowledge of his subject and his caring 
concern for them,” said Glenn Hopkins, dean 
of the College of Liberal Arts.
That effusive praise was evident in one stu-
dent’s nomination letter for teacher of the year.
“Dr. O helped expose me to the best of 
French culture and life,” said the student, who 
traveled to Paris with O’Sullivan. “He encour-
aged us to read and speak French without fear of 
embarrassment. He helped me come out of my 
shell in a big way.”
O’Sullivan earned his bachelor’s degree 
from the College of the Holy Cross, followed 
by his master’s degree from the University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill. He completed his 
doctoral degree in French from Boston College. 
Regarding the honors, O’Sullivan remembered 
the sage advice of one of his own professors: 
Push your students only as hard as you push 
yourself.
“Because I am passionate about my field, 
I push my students pretty hard,” O’Sullivan 
said. “The fact that they see beyond my 
demanding schedules and expectations means 
that I’m getting through. That’s all a teacher 
really hopes for.” V
UM plans to enhance 
student writing
Dan O’Sullivan
Jason Cook
H
arry B
riscoe
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Dedicated alumnus valued knowledge, education
Benefactors 
recognize
‘treasure’
Throughout his life, University of Mississippi alumnus Clar-ence Thomas Hill Jr. (BS 51) 
had a hunger for knowledge and a dedi-
cation to education. That dedication 
continues to live on through his bequest 
of $1.4 million to the university. 
The money from Hill’s estate will 
establish the Dorothy Palmer Landrum 
and C. Thomas Hill Jr. M.D. Endow-
ment, which will create scholarship 
opportunities for UM students in both 
the College of Liberal Arts and the 
UM School of Medicine in Jackson.
Hill’s nephew Julian Hill Jr., an 
oncologist in Tupelo, remembers his 
uncle as a man who valued education. 
“He thought of his life as a lifelong 
educational project,” the younger Hill 
said. “He had a tremendous personal 
library. We could have conversations 
on just about anything.
“When it came to the end of his 
life, he wanted to do something to help 
others. He came from a pretty poor 
family. He had to borrow money to 
educate himself. He was very much a 
self-made man, and he accomplished a 
lot. It’s fitting that he took some of the 
money he made to create scholarships.”
The $1.4 million will be split even-
ly between the College of Liberal Arts 
and the School of Medicine because 
Hill attended classes in each, and he 
was committed both to the university 
and to his chosen field of medicine. 
“Scholarship support remains a pri-
ority for the university and the college 
as we continue to attract and retain the 
highest caliber students,” said Glenn 
Hopkins, dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts. “We are grateful for this gift and 
especially pleased that it will provide 
support for deserving students.”
A native of Corinth, Hill had 
careers as a private flight instructor 
and a pilot with American Airlines, 
and then he worked in medicine. Hill 
earned a medical certificate from UM 
in 1951. He went on to earn his medi-
cal degree from the University of Ten-
nessee in 1952, studied radiology and 
nuclear medicine at the University of 
Texas Southwestern School of Medi-
cine, and practiced radiology in Clovis, 
N.M., until he retired.  V
After attending a discussion about acclaimed UM Writer in Residence Barry Hannah, 
Howard and Sylvia Lenhoff decided 
to take a class under Hannah—just 
for kicks.
“We got interested, and we start-
ed reading his work,” Sylvia said. 
“He was so gracious and let us in the 
class even though it was already full.”
First they became fans. Then 
they became students. And now the 
Lenhoffs have become benefactors, 
creating the Barry and Susan Han-
nah Creative Writing Scholarship 
Endowment with a gift of $25,000.
Hannah, a novelist and short 
story writer, has been a writer in resi-
dence at UM since 1983. His first 
novel, Geronimo Rex, won the Wil-
liam Faulkner Prize for writing and 
was nominated for the National 
Book Award when he was just 30. 
His first collection of short stories, 
Airships, is now considered a modern 
classic. Hannah has also helped 
develop such writing talents as Larry 
Brown and Donna Tartt.
“Barry Hannah is really very spe-
cial,” Howard Lenhoff said. “He’s a 
national treasure. We’re hoping that 
this is a seed gift that will encourage 
his many, many friends and students 
to give something that will allow 
more students an opportunity to 
study with Barry.”
The Lenhoffs, who spent the 
majority of their careers at the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, where 
Howard is a professor emeritus of 
biology and Sylvia served as director 
of relations with schools and colleg-
es, retired to Oxford six years ago. 
“We are especially grateful to 
Howard and Sylvia Lenhoff for this 
generous gift,” said Patrick Quinn, 
English department chair. “This 
scholarship will allow gifted young 
students to study with Barry Han-
nah, the master of the short story 
and one of the most important writ-
ers of our time.” V
Dorothy Hill and C. Thomas Hill Jr. established a $1.4 million endowment for scholarships through 
a bequest to the university.
Master of Art
Printmaker’s muse always at work
Up-and-coming printmaking artist Vitus Shell, who received his MFA from UM in 2008, has earned accolades across the nation for his depictions of 
African-American culture. 
Last summer, he completed a nine-week residency at the 
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in Maine. In 
2007, he was awarded a prestigious Joan Mitchell Graduate 
Fellowship, and his work is currently on display at the Claire 
Oliver Gallery in New York City. 
Recently Shell has been recharging his creative batteries 
in his hometown of Monroe, La., but his muse is always 
working. “I always tell people that everything influences my 
work—TV, music and current events,” he said. “I’m always 
looking around.” 
For more about Vitus Shell, including a slide show of 
the young artist’s work, visit www.viewfromventress.org. V
Vitus Shell
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PATRON
Mary C. and Frank A. Anderson
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Estate of Clarence Thomas Hill Jr.
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Jerry A. Thomas
William B. Thompson
Gail O. and R.G. Turner
UM Alumni Association
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Susan M. Marchant and 
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Patricia C. White
Edwin N. Williams
Nila Q. and Max W. Williams
Richard B. Wilson Jr.
Virginia B. and Eddie S. Wilson
Ellen B. Meacham and John Winkle
Zingerman’s Roadhouse LLC
STEWARD
Ann J. and H.D. Abadie
Gilbert Alexander
Patricia K. and Frank E. Allen Jr.
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Elizabeth S. and John G. Corlew
Rita Cromwell
Jennifer and James M. Cross
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Norma J. Dooley
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Betsy S. and P.B. Eason
Jo Ann M. and Dex A. Edwards
John C. Fleer
Brian M. Folk
Anne L. and John T. Frame
Christian B. Frierson
James B. Galloway
Sarah D. Gillespie
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Nancy H. Goldman
Marcia Logan and C.D. Goodgame
Graeber Foundation
Audrey L. Graham
Chellis O. Gregory
Ann H. and William W.  Gresham Jr.
Donna S. and Walter D. Gurley Jr.
Stacey and William K. Hannon
Hugh S. Harris Jr.
Raymond L. Harshman
Patricia M. and James R. Herndon
Elizabeth and Al Hollingsworth
Patricia S. and W.B. Hopson Jr.
Kim M. Huch
Judith W. and William R. Hurt
Jolee C. and Charles L. Hussey
Amy A. and William O. Jacobs
Patricia E. Keith
Margaret D. and Robert C. Khayat
Cherry and Fred H. Krutz III
Harriet D. Kuykendall
Carol and Paul K. Lackey Jr.
Alden L. Lagasse
Leila B. and Samuel M. Lane
Patricia D. and Kenneth F. Lange
Debra M. and William E. LeMay
Lynn and George H. Leggett III
Pamela J. and Garner W. Lester
Cynthia Peavy-Lewis and 
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Mary C. and Jeffrey T. Little
Frieda and Joel R. Locke
John C. Longest
James O. Manning III
Joy W. Martin
Margaret B. Martin
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National Society Colonial Dames
Susan D. and R.H. Newcomb Jr.
Susan L. and Will Norton Jr.
Joe Osgoode and Ronald D. Nurnberg
Karol and John Odom
Michelle M. and Richard E. Olson
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Ronald D. Nurnberg and Joe Osgoode
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Betty S. and Tyrus A. Pritchard
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Mary H. and Lucius F. Sams Jr.
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Irene S. and Michael S. Simon
Ivy and Edward P. Stone
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Ward and James C. Sumner
Susan S. and Sanford C. Thomas
Melinda H. and James T. Trapp
Robin S. and James M. Tucker
Robin K. and Lee M. Tutin
Myra S. and Meredith M. Walker Jr.
Juliet H. and Gerald W. Walton
John A. Ware
Jenny L. and Dennis E. Watts
Michelle C. and Jefferson W. Wells Jr.
James M. White
Nancy R. and Curtis C. Wilkie Jr.
Prissy and James M. Williams
Creighton L. Wilson Jr.
Nancy O. and Zebulon M. Winstead
Rhonda M. and Ralf P. Zapata (Capt)
Gifts ensure 
College’s success
The College of Liberal Arts is grateful to the following Ventress Order donors 
(names reflect gifts made between January 1, 2008 – December 31, 2008):
PATRON  .................................. $25,000+
BENEFACTOR  .........  $10,000-$24,999
EXECUT IVE  ..................  $5,000-$9,999
ADVOCATE  ...................  $2,500-$4,999
ASSOC IATE  .................  $1,000-$2,499
STEWARD  ...........................  $500-$999
Over the past several years, we’ve 
seen tremendous 
growth in private 
contributions from 
our alumni. I hope 
you’ll accept my 
thanks for so gener-
ously supporting 
Dean Hopkins in his 
efforts to ensure that 
our students and faculty succeed.
In the previous year, support from alumni 
and friends has helped us hire nearly 30 new 
tenure-track faculty members who previously 
served at such universities as Duke, Brown and 
Harvard. The full list of those faculty members 
is provided in the enclosed brochure. The qual-
ity of our programs relies heavily on the quality 
of our faculty, and our ability to compete for 
the best talent to teach and lead our students is 
especially exciting.  
As we move forward, a primary goal is to 
continue to attract and retain the best faculty 
for each of our 18 departments. So that they 
may excel in their research and teaching pur-
suits, we are committed to increasing the 
summer research fellowship funds that they 
may use for travel to archives or other field-
work, purchase of laboratory equipment, or 
just time to devote to research and writing.
We’re also excited to announce plans for 
the Center for Civil War Research, which pro-
vides new opportunities for private support. 
For many reasons, including the strength of 
the Department of History, under which the 
center will be housed, the College is uniquely 
situated to offer leadership in Civil War schol-
arship. The center will allow us to do that 
through a variety of teaching, research and 
public-programming activities that will have a 
local, regional and national impact.
I hope you won’t hesitate to contact me 
directly at 662-915-6967 if you have ques-
tions about the new center, the summer 
research fellowship program or any other giv-
ing opportunities. Again, thank you for all 
that you’ve done to make sure our students 
and faculty can excel.  V
Sincerely,
Cody Giles 
Major Gifts Officer for the 
College of Liberal Arts
K
evin B
ain
Cody Giles
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Bonus coverage of the historic 2008 presidential debate, including video clips from lectures, stories 
of student experiences and more.
Full coverage of the retirement of Chancellor Rob-
ert C. Khayat, including a photo retrospective of Khayat’s tenure at UM.   
Award-winning artist and MFA graduate Vitus Shell 
shows you his work and discusses his early artistic 
development and inspiration. Check out the slide show.
Battling a baffling neurological disorder, Shantel Bell spent much of her senior year wondering if she would ever see graduation day. Good news: She did. See her powerful story in her own words.
As a Pakistani student, Asra Mansoor thought she 
understood her native Islamic faith. Studying reli-gion at UM not only expanded her understanding 
of other religious practices but also her own. 
Sam Watson is UM’s first Gates-Cambridge Schol-ar. The mathematics wizard is one of about 100 students worldwide to receive the prestigious scholarship to study at Cambridge University in England. Watch him talk about what the award means to him.
Founded in 1848, the College of Liberal Arts is the oldest 
and largest division of The University of Mississippi. The 
College offers a broad and comprehensive course of study, 
including most areas of knowledge in the humanities, the 
fine arts and the biological, physical and social sciences.
Glenn Hopkins, Dean
Janice Murray, Associate Dean
Holly Reynolds, Associate Dean
Ronald Vernon, Associate Dean
Stephen Monroe, Assistant to the Dean
Cody Giles, Assistant to the Dean for Development
Josh Davis, Assistant Director of Alumni Affairs
AFRICAN AMERICAN 
STUDIES 
Charles Ross, Director
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Lt. Col. Steven Estock, Chair
ART 
Sheri Rieth, Interim Chair
BIOLOGY 
Paul Lago, Chair
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AND BIOCHEMISTRY 
Charles Hussey, Chair
CLASSICS 
Aileen Ajootian, Chair
ECONOMICS 
Jon Moen, Chair
ENGLISH 
Patrick Quinn, Chair
GENDER STUDIES 
Mary Carruth, Director
HISTORY 
Joseph Ward, Chair
INTERNATIONAL  
STUDIES 
Kees Gispen, Director
JOURNALISM 
Samir Husni, Chair
MATHEMATICS 
Iwo Labuda, Interim Chair
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View from Ventress makes online debut
There are so many great things going on in the College of Liberal Arts 
that we do not have space to 
include all of it in this newslet-
ter. Fortunately, we’re proud to 
announce the launch of View 
from Ventress Online.
To learn more, visit
www.viewfromventress.org, 
where you will find extended 
versions of many of the stories 
here, as well as bonus online-
only content such as video clips, 
photo slide shows and podcasts. 
Here’s a sample of what you’ll 
find. ➡
For all this and more, visit 
www.viewfromventress.org.  V
